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Newsletter #137: 

What’s New at Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc. 


Good morning from lovely San Francisco! I’ve been at the San Francisco International 
Coin Show the last few days. The show was taken over a few years ago by Scott Griffin 
with a little help from Joe Linzalone. While the show is small it is also a wonderful group 
of people that exhibit and attend. The San Francisco coin club is a strong one and a lot of 
the members attend year after year. I’m uncertain how successful the show will be this 
year for the dealers but I’m hoping that the customers will make an effort to buy so that 
dealers will be inclined to continue doing the show. In San Francisco, I always think of 
how I have the best conversations with folks that attend the bourse. In order for dealers 
to continue doing a show you have to make enough to pay for your trip. Some collectors 
don’t realize the stress it is on dealers traveling to various shows hoping to even cover 
their costs. I’m not suggesting anyone should spend just to spend. I equate coins shows 
a little to small businesses. People in my town of Oak Park often will go and spend a 
little more and buy locally instead of purchasing everything on Amazon. If you don’t 
support they don’t survive. Just some words to remember the next time you attend a 
show. We need your support to keep these events alive. The photo above is of a 
wonderful colleague, Phil Jones, who is an expert in Celtic coinage and antiquities. He 
also happens to be one of the only true Vikings I know! 


Viewing for the Triton Auction (Lancaster, PA trip) 

I think I mentioned in my previous newsletter that I will be traveling to Lancaster early 
on the 9th to get a head start on viewing for their upcoming Triton auction at the NY 
International Coin Show. The auction is immense with over 1400 lots so if you are 
interested, please take some time to start looking and if you see lots you want me to 
view let me know. This trip is just my initial viewing. If you don’t get me notes before 
this please don’t worry, I will still be viewing in NY. I just know myself and I need time 
to properly view so many lots. 


Spink Winter Auction (London) (Dec 10) 

For those of you that enjoy early British, Irish, Scottish hammered, milled and gold 
coins is an excellent auction to check out. Some of you may have noticed that I have a 
small selection of early British and Irish coins (hammered type). I find this coinage a 
natural transition from working with ancient coins exclusively. These coins are many 
times manufactured at the same time or just slightly later than the Romaion 
(Byzantine) coins that were being struck in the eastern part of Europe. There are 415 
coins in the sale. Check out some of the cool sceats and very early hammered coins of 
Britain. 


Kiinker E-Live Auction 58, part 1 and 2 - Numismatic Literature (Dec 11 and 12) 

Last week I noticed a crazy huge sale of numismatic literature being auctioned by 
Kiinker. Shortly afterwards I got a nice email from Ulrich Kiinker (hi Ulrich!) explaining 
more about this fascinating sale. Turns out this massive sale of over 1400 lots is mainly 
the library of one individual but with a smattering of books from others. I’ve been 
working on getting a working library together since I became an independent dealer. 
I’ve done a great job but I still have lots of holes to fill (to the dismay of my husband). 
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For those of you that are looking for an obscure publication you really need to check it 
out. Get in touch if you want me to bid on anything for you. Happy to help. 


Jean Vinchon Numismatique and Phidias (Dec 12) 

Vinchon is a long established numismatic firm. I don’t often mention auctions in Paris 
because I find the auction houses a bit difficult to deal with. No fault of their own but 
importation can be a hassle due to long export permit waits. As they say, patience is a 
virtue, and one needs lots of it with the French auction houses but when you see a great 
coin it is always worth it. It hasn’t stopped me from bidding when I see something that 
is worthwhile. Seems like French auctions usually have some decent pedigrees available 
due to their long established relationships. There are 593 lots and some really lovely 
pieces. 


Obolos Webauction 14 (Dec 15) 

Nomos has their 14th webauction on December 15. There are 800 lots in this sale. You’ll 
find reasonable starting prices and pleasant coins in this auction. The majority of coins 
are ancient but there are 27 world lots at the end of the auction. I usually try to 
participate in the Obolos sales so please get in touch if you have interest. 


Naville 54 (Dec 15) 

Naville has their 54th auction on December 15 with 690 coins. Once again they have 
over too ex Dattari Collection coins. It is mind boggling the extent to which Dattari 
collected. Needless to say the Alexandrian coins of which he is very well known have 
some of the most wonderful images on the reverse. They are often rough looking but 
owning a Dattari piece is something that will be of worth later on. You can be assured 
that all of decent types will go far above their starting prices but still much less than 
what they should go for (in my humble opinion). My coin of the week is from another 
outstanding Alexandrian collection auctioned at Triton a few years ago. Check it out 
below. 


Upcoming Trade Show - The New York International Coin Show (January 10-19) 

It’s that time of year again when some of the best dealers from around the world 
converge in New York for a week of auctions and culminating in a fantastic coin show. I 
will be exhibiting at the show for the second year now at booth 1601.1 can’t tell you how 
excited I am for this show. The week begins with lots of auction viewing for Heritage, 
Triton, The New York Sale, Spink and Baldwins. Heritage and Triton have their sales at 
the beginning of the week and the others during or just at the tail end of the show. Don’t 
spend all your money at the auctions though! There are so many great dealers with 
awesome inventory on the floor. It is worth to stay for the show. Again, support the 
dealers who come to the NY International. We need to the keep the show vital for years 
to come. Here is a link of the auctions, talks and bourse hours. More to come next week! 

http://www.nvinc.info/index.php 
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Coin of the Week 

EGYPT, Alexandria. Antoninus Pius. 138-161 AD. Dated RY 2 (AD 138/139) 

BI Tetradrachm, 13-32g (24mm, 12h). [AV]T K T AIA AAP ANTcoNINOC e[VCCB], 
bareheaded bust right, slight drapery / Canopus of Osiris right; CTO VC B (date) around. 

Pedigree: From the Giovanni Maria Staffieri Collection, purchased from Italo Vecchi, 
London, April 1991 

References: Koln 1285 corr. (draped and cuirassed bust); Dattari (Savio) 2179 & 8115; K&G 
35.6; Emmett 1373.2; Staffieri, Alexandria In Nummis 101 (this coin) 

Grade: Superb EF, toned, slight obverse die shift. A one-year tetradrachm type for Pius, with 
magnificent detail on the canopus 

reio6i 

Price: $3,750 



Buy Coin 


The reverse of this coin is struck with a canopus of Osiris. What is a canopus and who 
was Osiris? Of course there is a canopic jar which was a vessel that held the vital organs 
of a deceased so they could be utilized in the afterlife. Apparently the name given by 
archaeologists to these vessels (canopic jar) was misinterpretation. The god Osiris was 
worshipped at the city of Canopus which translated into archaeologists applying the 
name canopic jars to the vessels. 
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Canopus was located on the western coast of the Nile Delta about 25 miles from 
Alexandria The city was named after the Trojan War commander who was supposedly 
buried there. Canopus, the captain of one of Menelaus’ ships was buried there after he 
was bitten by a serpent. More likely however is the Egyptian version; Canopus is ‘Kah 
Nub’ in Egyptian which translates into ‘golden floor’. Apparently the city was rich in 
trade so the merchants made hefty profits alluding to the ‘floor of money’. The people 
worshiped a vessel with the head of a human (i.e. the canopic jars) which created the 
modern day confusion. 

Later, the city was also a sort of pleasure resort for the Egyptians and they had a 
successful ointment industry. 

https://www.shannaschmidt.com/roman-empire/egypt-alexandria-antoninus-pius- 

l38-l6l-ad-dated-ry-2-ad-l38l39?rq=reto6l 


If you are interested in this coin please click the link above or email me at 
shanna@ shannaschmidt.com 

Until next week! 

Shanna 
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